Commedia Performance Assignment

Theatre Arts 2
Time Limit – 5 to 10 minutes

Due Date:

· Decide who will play which stock characters – can be updated
· Create a scenario to improvise (see example) Scenarios must 
· include slapstick comedy, mime, acrobatics, and either dance, singing or juggling 

· include a beginning, middle, end,  AND conflict.

· Include at least two Lazzi 
· Creatively include and acknowledge the audience 
· Start with a tableau
· End with a creative bow and/or tableau
· Each character must have a specific walk, and at least one costume piece and/or prop appropriate to that character  

· Type the scenario including the lazzi (see example)
1st rehearsal day goal – family name, character choices, start scenario ideas

2nd  - scenario ideas, decide lazzi (remember lazzi needn’t be plot driven, the action can stop for the lazzi) begin improv

3rd – continue improv, place lazzi

4th – continue improv, add, props, begin to set, time run thru

5th – time run thru, set scenario, type for final dress rehearsal
6th – polish, dress rehearsal with all props and costumes – 20 minutes on stage per scenario
My expectation is that you will be in your seat when the bell rings, get immediately to work when rehearsal time is given, and work to the end of the period.

Grading Rubric – 100 points possible
Characterization – Were the stock characters and their relationships clearly defined?  Were costumes & props included?

Blocking – Was the blocking consistent with the rules of a proscenium stage? Was the audience’s focus drawn to the appropriate characters at the appropriate time, or was there so much movement that the audience didn’t know where to look? Did the scene include an opening tableau?

Voice – Could lines be heard and understood? Did the actors hold for laughs?

Lazzi – Did the scene include lazzi? Was it performed with energy and commitment? 

Ensemble -  Did each of the actors share the scene?  Were all of the actors involved in the scene? Did the actors work together to tell the story? Did the group spend class time wisely by taking initiative and working without prompting? Was the scenario within the time limit? Did the actors stay in character?

Overall Effectiveness/Story – Was there a beginning, middle and end? Did the scenario include conflict? Did it build to a climax? Did it have a tag line and or action? Did the scenario include slapstick? Did the scenario include acrobatics and mime AND either music & dance or juggling? Did the scenario include and/or acknowledge the audience?
Individual/Written Work – See Character Worksheet
1. Research your character - complete and turn in  
